
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

THE Rosé Competition 2023 

A SURPRISING Win from a North Carolina Wine! 

 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL – (June 8, 2023) – THE Rosé Competition 2023, is excited to announce the results of 

our tenth annual competition, held at the Ft. Lauderdale Woman’s Club, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, 

Saturday, May 12th.  Under the auspices of the American Fine Wine Competition, the judges selected 2022 

JOLO Pink from JOLO Winery & Vineyards based in Pilot Mountain, North Carolina ($32).  This 

delightfully crisp, balanced, dry, Rosé captivated the judges.  Congratulations JOLO!  Three Best of Show 

Dry Rosé runners up included: 2022 Rosé of Grenache, Clif Family Winery of Napa Valley, CA ($30), 

Breaux Vineyards, 2022 Cellar Selections, from Purcelville, Virginia ($30); and Effingham Manor 2021 

Rosé from Nokesville, Virginia ($34). 

 

The Best of Show in the Sparkling Rosé category unsurprisingly went to Domaine Carneros by 

Taittinger, Brut Rose, 2019, from Carneros, CA ($45).  This same wine won last year’s competition as 

well.  Domaine Carneros’ excellent Brut Rosé is a definite crowd pleaser, sip after sip. The runner up was 

also produced by Domaine Carneros, the NV Cuvee de la Pompadour ($45). 

 

Congratulations to the exceptional Rosé wines in our competition and of course, to all the winners. 

 

Long time judge Daisy Penzo said, “I thoroughly enjoyed coming back and lending my palate to judge 

the 2023 Rosé Competition in Fort Lauderdale. This year did not disappoint as the winner came from a 

non-traditional wine making region using unique varietals. It goes to show the true versatility of the 

category and how every sip of rosé wine is an adventure of discovery!” 

 

Judge Sunny Fraser remarked, “When a wine from North Carolina is the Best in Show, it is reminiscent of 

a Judgment of Paris moment.  There are no preconceived ideas in a blind tasting; you’re just judging 

what’s in the glass.” 

 

THE Rosé Competition 2023 received a total of 160 entries. Our esteemed wine judges awarded 23 

Double Gold Medals, 34 Gold Medals and 66 Silver Medals.  Congratulations go out to all the winners 

and participating wineries. 

This year, the event “Fifty Shades of Pink” followed THE Rosé Competition 2023.  The event was held on 

May 13th at the historic Ft. Lauderdale Woman’s Club.  The party featured scores of magnificent award-



 
 
winning Rosé wines plus fine red and white wines from the AFWC.  Since its inception, AFWC has raised 

more than $1,250,000 for charity. 

 

Bob Ecker is a Northern California based wine writer, photographer and recurrent wine judge who 

founded THE Rosé Competition in 2013, which was the very first competition of all Rosé wines in the 

United States.  His wine and travel content, as well as images are published worldwide.  In 2018, Ecker 

partnered with Shari Gherman, President of the prestigious American Fine Wine Competition & Gala, 

and together they successfully brought THE Rosé Competition to America’s East Coast. 

 

Expertly run by Shari Gherman, President, the American Fine Wine Competition has been bringing 

recognition to the best wines produced in America for the past sixteen years.   

 

A full list of results can be found at:  

 

https://www.americanfinewinecompetition.org/the-rose-2022-results 

 
 

For more information contact: 

 

Bob Ecker, Wine Director 

THE Rosé Competition 2023 

eckerbob@mindspring.com 

707.771.0911 

 

Shari Gherman, President 

American Fine Wine Competition 

THE Rosé Competition 

Shari@AFWCandGala.com 

561.504.0206 
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